GOLLY   CONSULTS   THE   FACULTY
" Was the gas on ?" asked Weary Mac. It was
the very question that I thought so heartless that the
Citizen asked when he heard of the exciting incident.
So that explained Minnie Maypother's extraordinary
behaviour. I don't wonder at her falling in love
with the Citizen, who was a swift, good-looking
fellow and mad enough to attract any woman whose
own reason was a bit harum-scarum;, but to think
that she could keep the gamesome Citizen from
tumbling in The Hay, so to speak, with the first
attractive wench he met, that was sheer conceit, and
showed a swelled head. Both of them " tumbled "
literally enough over Mrs. Adrian in the long passage
to the street.
"He fell over a woman as he left us about one
o'clock, who had an epileptic fit in the passage. ' Mrs.
Adrian/ was all he said."
Weary smiled maliciously. " Mrs. Adrian, com-
monly known as Liverpool Kate, is another flame of
his. She sends to Holies Street for him as if she
were a midwifery case, and when he comes she throws
an epileptic fit. You'll find she was on his trail the
other night." So that is what he meant by " phantom
pregnancy "!
A vengeful thought seized me. How would it be
to get Mrs. Adrian into the Whitworth where the
Citizen goes, so that the Professor could lecture on
her and explain to the class what makes her foam at
the mouth ? Then some fine morning when the
Citizen would reach her bedside------    Damn it, no !
We'll get her taken in somewhere else. But isn't
he a caution, with one woman peeling potatoes and
the other throwing fits for love of him when she
is not pretending to be pregnant. Comfort me with
pommes de terre \
I was afraid that Golly might think that one who
285